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To the Petition which accompanied 
the Declaration preſented to him 
at Hampton-Court, 1 Decemb. 
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EE having received from you, 
ſoon, after Our returne out of 
Scotland, a long Petition conſi- 
ſting of many defires, of great 
moment, together with a De- 
claration ofa very unuſuall 
MF | nature annexed thereunto, Wee 


oO je OY, — had taken ſometime to conſider 
=" 
—; Mw» ©. 


of it, as befitted Us ina matter 
of that conſequence, being con- 
Biden, that your ownereaſon and regard to Us, as we'l 
A2 a> 


EL. (2) 
| as Ourexpreſſs intimationby Our comptroller to that 
rpoſe, would have reſtrained you from the publiſhing 


of it, till ſuch rime, as you ſhould have reccived Our | 


anſwer toit - Bur, much againſt Our expeXarion, finding 
*.--ontrary, that the ſaid Declaration is'already abroad 
+a; by direRtions from your Houſe, as appeares by 
ated Copy z We muſt let you know that We are 
; LUbleotthediſ. reſpe&t. Notwithſtanding, ir is 
our intention, that nofailing on your part, ihall make UJs 
failin Ours, of-giving all due ſatisfaGion to the defires 
of our people, ina Parliamentary way; And therefore 
Weſend youthis Anſwerto your Petition,reſerving Our 
ſelf in point of the Declaration, which Wethink unpar- 
liamentary,and ſball rake acourſe todo that which we 
ſhall think fir in prudence and honour. 

To thePerition We ſay,that althoughthere aredivers 
things in the Preamble of it, which Weeare ſo farre 
from admitting, that We profefie Wee cannot atall yn- 
derſtand them, as, Ofa wicked and malignant Parte pre- 
walent in the Government ; of ſore of that party admitted to 
our privieConncel, and toother imployments of truſt, and 
neareft . to Us awd our children; Of Endeavonrs to ſowe 
among the people falſe ſcandals and imputations, to. blem:ſh 
and diſcrace the proceedings of the Parliament : All, or 
any of which, did We know of, Weſhould beeasrcadie 
toremedie and punith, as you to:complain of. That the 
Prayers of your Pctirion are grounded upon ſuch premiſ- 


ſes as We muſt inno-wiſe admit; Yet notwithſtanding: 


Wearepleaſed to giverhis anſwer to you. 
Tothe firſt concerning Religion, conſiſting of ſeveral 
branches, We ſay, that for the preſerving the Peace and 


Safery of che Kingdomefromthe delignes of the Popilh 


patty: 
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os Ong — 
party, V Ve have, and will ſtill concurre with all the juſt 
deſircs of Our people ina Parliamentarie way ; that for 
thedepriving of the Biſhops of their Votes in Parliament,. 
V Ve would have you confider, that their right is groun- 
ded upon thefundamentall Law of the Kingdome, and 
conſtitution of Parliament ; This Wee would: have you 
conſider, but fince youdefire Our concurrence herein in 
2a Partiamentarie way, We will give no further anſwerat 
this time. He 
As for theabridging of the inordinate powcr of the: 


_ Clergie, We-conceive that the taking away ofthe high 


Commiſsion Court hath wellmoderated that, buri: rhere- 
continueany uſurpations, or Exceſles in their juriſdici« 
ons, Wetherein neicrher have nor will prote&chem. 
Unto that Clauſe which concernerth Corruptions { as 
ou ſtile them ) in Religion, in Church-government,and 
in Diſcipline, and the removing of ſuch unnecellary Ce- 
remoniesas weak conſciences might cheque at. . That 
for any Illegall lnaovacions which may have crept- in, 
Weſhill witliagly concurre in the removall of them. 
That if Our Parliameat ſhall adviſe Usto call a National 
Synod, which may duly examine ſuch Ceremonies as give 
juſt c:uſeof offzacetoany, We ſhallrake it into contide- 
ration, and.apply Oar ſelf to give due fatisfa&:ontherins 
Bur Weare very ſory ro hearein fuch generall termes, 
Corruption in Religion objeRed, ſince we are perſwaded 
in Our confcience, that no Church can bee found upon 
the earth char profeſſerh thetrue Religion - with - more 


- purity ofdo&trine thenthe Church of Z»z/azddoth, nor - 
 wherethe government and Diſcipline are joynrly more 


beaurificd,and free from ſuperſtition,thenas they are here 
eſtabliſhed by law, which( by the graceof God) m_- 


will with Conftancy maintain{while wehve)in their Pu- 
rity and Glory, not only againk all invaſions ot Popery, 
but alſo from the irreverence ofthoſe manySchiſmaricks 
and 5cparatilts, wherewith of late this Kingdome &raig 
Ciry abounds, to the greatdiſhonour and hazard both of 
Church and Srate; for the ſupprefſion of whom Wee re-. 
quire your timely and aQiveailiſtance. | 
Tothe ſecond prayer of the Peririon,concerning the re- 
movalland choice of Councellours, We know not any of 
Our Councel ro whom the Character ſet forth in the 
Petition can belong . That by thoſe whom V Ve had ex- 
poſed to triall, v Ve have already given you ſufficient te= 
ſtimony, thatthereis noman ſo near unto Us in place or 
affetion, whom V Vee will not leave to the juitice of the 
Law, if you ſhall bring a parcicular charge and ſufficient 
proofs againſt him; and ofthis V Ve do againaſlure you, 
butinchemeaa time V Ve wiſh you ro forbear ſuch gene- 
rall aſperſions as may refl<& uponall Our Councel, ſince 
you name none in particular. " | 
Thar for the choice of Our Counſcllours and Mini- 
ſters of Scare. it were todebarre Us that naturall liberty 
all Free- men have, and ir is the undoubted right of the 
Crownot Ezgland, to callſuch perſons to Our Secret 
Councels, to publikeimployment, and our particular (er- 
vice, as weſhall think fir, ſo V Veare, and ever ſhall bee 
very carefullro make elc&ion of ſuch perſons inthofe 
places of truſt, as ſhall have given good teſtimonies of 
their abilities and integritie, and againſt whom there can 
. beno juſt cauſe of exception -whereon reaſonably to 
grounda diffilency ; and to choices of this nature V Vee 
aſſure youthat the mediation of the neareſt unto Us hath 
alwayes concurred» - : | x 
@ 
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land, we underſtand your defire of not alienating the for- 
fetted lands thereof, to proceed from your much care and 
love , And likewiſe that itmay bea reſolution very fit 
for Us to take, but whetherit beſeaſonable [to declare 
reſolutions of thatnarure beforethe events of a war be 
ſeen, that wee much doubt of. Howſoever, Wee cannot 
but thank you for thiscare, and your cheerfull engage- 
ment, for the ſuppreſſion of that rebellion, upon theſpee. 
dic effeting whereof, the glotie of God in the proteſtane 
profeſſion, the ſafety ofche Brittiſhthere, Our honour, 
andthat ofthe Nation ſo much depends, all the intereſts 
of this Kingdome being ſo involved inthat buſlineſſe, We 
- Cannot but quicken your affe&ions therein, and thall de- 
fire you to frame you Councels, and togive ſuch expedi. 
tion to the work, as the naturethereof, and the preſſures 
in point of time requires, and whereof you are putin 
mind by thedaily inſolenceand increaſe of thoſe rebels, 

For Concluſion, your promiſe to apply your ſelves to 
ſuch courſes as may ſupport Our Royall Eſtate with Ho- 
nour and plenryat home, and with Power and Reputati- 
on abroad,isthat which Wehave ever promiſedOur Self, 
both from your Loyalties and AﬀeRtions, and alſo for 
what We havealready done, and ſhall daily goadding un- 
co, for the comfort and happineſle of .Our people. - 


 Tothethird Prayer of your pedi8iof; Ec 
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